
 
 
 

 
The company Trading Hub Europe GmbH was founded on June 1, 2021 through cooperation between the network operators bayernets 

GmbH, Fluxys TENP GmbH, GASCADE Gastransport GmbH, Gastransport Nord GmbH, Gasunie Deutschland Transport Services GmbH, 

NaTran Deutschland GmbH, Nowega GmbH, ONTRAS Gastransport GmbH, Open Grid Europe GmbH, terranets bw GmbH and 

Thyssengas GmbH. The high-pressure pipeline system in the Germany-wide Trading Hub Europe market area has a total length of 

around 40,000 km and connects more than 700 downstream grids. The tasks of the market area manager include balancing group 

management, the operation of the virtual trading point and the procurement of balancing energy. Trading Hub Europe thus ensures 

the operation of the market area and makes an important contribution to the supply of natural gas in Germany and Europe. 
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PRESS RELEASE 

 

Trading Hub Europe conducts short-term special tenders for contracting external 

balancing gas 

 

Berlin/Düsseldorf, 2. February 2026 Trading Hub Europe GmbH (THE) conducts short-term 

special tenders for contracting external balancing gas for the product “Long-Term Options” 

(LTO) in the product variant “Rest of the Day.” 

The LTO product was adapted in 2015, can also be used for grid stability purposes, and is 

used regularly. Most recently, LTOs were contracted in October 2025 for the months of 

January, February, and March 2026. This is not a measure pursuant to the Storage Act 

(§35a ff. EnWG). 

The subject of the tenders is the provision of balancing gas at selected storage connection 

points in balancing gas (sub)zones of the market area. The tenders are intended to ensure 

that local balancing gas requirements can also be met in high-load scenarios. 

The tenders are for the performance periods from February 15, 2026, 6 a.m., to March 1, 

2026, 6 a.m., and from March 1, 2026, 6 a.m. to March 15, 2026, 6 a.m. Bids can be 

submitted to THE from February 3, 2026, 12 p.m. to February 10, 2026, 12 p.m. THE will 

award the contract by February 12, 2026, 4 p.m. 

“If going forward we should identify further requirements, additional tenders may be held,” 

says Dr. Sebastian Kemper, Managing Director of THE. “In addition, approved suppliers can 

also submit bids for the load reduction balancing product at any time.” 

Further details of the tender can be found on the THE website. 
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